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Dear Chamber Members, 
 

We recognize that this has been an extremely tough summer for all 
of our local businesses and our community and at this time many are  
juggling getting resettled, orienting to the reopening of the river and 
managing servicing the fire crews in town.  Please note that your 
Chamber Board President, Stephanie Ferry has reached out to all of 
our local, state and federal representatives in search of any  
assistance that is available to local businesses who have been  
affected by the Swan Lake Fire. At this point, we are hearing back 
that low interest loans may be available through the Small Business 
Association (SBA) and not grants. More information should be  
available later this month coming from the Borough about this  
possibility thru SBA. Chamber member, Keith Mantey of Gwins Lodge 
has also been reaching out for resources and what is need for the 
Small Business Administration (SBA) declare a disaster for the Swan 
Lake Fire under their Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program.  
Included in this newsletter is our Chamber Presidents communication 
to the Kenai Borough, and Keith’s letter to the State of Alaska’s  
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management and 
their responses for you to read. We also encourage our members to 
reach out to the Kenai Peninsula Economic Development District, 
they have a micro-loan program that could possibly help. Please visit 
https://kpedd.org/micro-loans/ for more information. 
 

The thank you celebration in Soldotna for the fire fighters and first  
responders was well attended. We still cannot express enough  
gratitude to all the hard work put in by the Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources Division of Forestry, the Alaska Incident  
Management Team, the Northwest Incident Management Team, the 
Eastern Area Type 2 Incident Management Team, the Great Basin 
Incident 1 Team  and the Northern Rockies Incident Management 
Team.  We also are incredibly grateful to all the wild land fire fighters 
who have been out at the forefront of this fire battling the flames, 
brush, terrain, bugs, weather, etc. Thank you firefighters for all of your 
long days of hard work! 
 

Lastly, be sure to attend our third annual Cooper Landing  
Community Club Meeting being held Thursday, September 26th at 6 
pm. Lets keep up the momentum of community involvement! Many 
of you have been making it to the Swan Lake Fire meetings, so be 
sure to join us to see what else is going on in the Landing!           
                                                                                           Yvette Galbraith 

Cooper Landing Chamber Administrator 

https://kpedd.org/micro-loans/


Cooper Landing Chamber of Commerce 
September Community Events Happening in the Landing 
 

Cooper Landing Chamber of Commerce 
TBD 
 

Cooper Landing Community Club 
Thursday, September 26th, 2019 at 6:00 pm 
Cooper Landing Community Center 
 

Cooper Landing Seniors Citizens Corporation Inc. Board Meeting 
Tuesday, October 6th, 2019 at 1:30 pm 
Helen Gwin Commons 
 

Cooper Landing Advisory Planning Commission 
Wednesday, October 7th, 2019 at 6:00 pm 
Cooper Landing Community Hall 
 
 
 
 

 

Cooper Landing Community Club Update 
 

While the last few weeks of August have felt like an eternity, we have 
now entered September. We are extremely grateful to the Alaska  
Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry, the Alaska Incident 
Management Team, the Northwest Incident Management Team, the 
Eastern Area Type 2 Incident Management Team, Great Basin Incident 1 
Management Team, the Northern Rockies Incident Management team 
and all of the Wildland Firefighters & various crews who have been  
working tirelessly to keep our community safe! The Structure Team has been using the Hall 
as their base camp and many crews have gathered there for morning  
meetings.  
 
The next Community Club meeting will be held on September 26th at 6 pm. Please  
submit any agenda items to us at: Cooperlandingcommunityclub@gmail.com.  

mailto:Cooperlandingcommunityclub@gmail.com


                                           
PO Box 809 Cooper Landing, AK 99572 

 
 
Kenai Peninsula Borough  
Attn: Public Information Officer Brenda Ahlberg 
 

 
September 6, 2019 
 
Dear Ms. Ahlberg, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Cooper Landing Chamber of Commerce and all of our members.  
As you are well aware, the businesses in Cooper Landing have suffered severely due to the Swan 
Lake Fire. We are primarily a seasonal community with a major dependence on the months of May-
September for most of our incomes. While our tourism is mainly seasonal, our small town stays popu-
lated year round with hard working families and small business owners.  
 

Between the intermittent road closures, the extremely poor air quality and the closure of the boat 
ramps, each business in Cooper Landing has suffered since the beginning of this fire. Our businesses 
have been especially affected since the fire became very active again mid-August. Additionally, 
having been on alert for evacuation has created so much uncertainty. Some folks have flown out 
of state or sent their children to other towns to stay with family to get out of the smoke and uncer-
tainty. It has not supported a healthy business or living environment.  
 

Lodges and motels have had huge cancellations which have had a resounding effect throughout 
the community. For example, a large wedding cancelled at Alaska Heavenly Lodge. Many of 
those folks were lodging at other spots in Cooper Landing, many were booked on fishing charters 
and all would have been eating in the restaurants in Cooper Landing.  
 

Many of our fishing and rafting guides have had to refund fishing trips due to the river closures and 
air quality. They are finding that people are cancelling their entire Alaskan vacation due to those 
things. They also depend on the steady stream of visitors who book lodging and then book last mi-
nute guided tours with our guides.    

As you can imagine, this is primarily affecting us in Cooper Landing and Sterling, but it also has an 
effect on businesses in Anchorage, Soldotna, Seward, Homer, etc.  
 

Many folks do not agree with the management plan of the federal refuge to “Let it Burn”. We feel 

that the policy allowed the Swan Lake Fire to get out of hand and left it with only 18 crew assigned 
to the fire in July and early August. Understanding that there were possibly more pressing large fires 
across the state which threatened homes and structures, it still seems crazy to allow a fire like ours 
with such potential, to just burn. No structures have been lost (yet) but, the mismanagement has 
severely affected our livelihoods, families and businesses. We’ve been dealing with this uncertainty 

for three months now and currently, we are hearing that the fire is not out and potentially could still 
be burning into next summer, depending on snow fall this winter. 
 

I would encourage you to push for a fund for our businesses to rely on for some relief. It will be ex-
tremely difficult for families to make it in Cooper Landing for the winter. Our school, library and sev-
eral small businesses depend on local populations to support and keep them open year round. I 
have already heard of many families who will be very strapped this winter and it will possibly be 
very difficult for them to return to Cooper Landing next year.  
 

 
 
 



A fund that businesses could draw from to replace at least some of the lost business this summer 
would be very helpful and a huge relief for our community. As a chamber, we are weighing the 
option of waiving membership fees for the upcoming membership drive. Many businesses will be 
taking a hard look at items to cut and marketing and promotion could very easily end up on that 
chopping block.  
 
Having said all of that, I must also say that we are all so thankful for the incident management 
team and firefighters on the front line. The communications we’ve received through the KPB Alerts 

Facebook page and the many community meetings have been truly wonderful and very appreci-
ated by all our community members.  
 
I understand this is Federal Land and was a federal decision but, we need all hands on board to 
help our residents and business owners. We would appreciate any insight or advice on a next step 
for this effort and any information on pending efforts to help our communities.  
Thank you for your support and hard work, 
 

Stephanie Lesmeister 
President -Cooper Landing Chamber of Commerce 



---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Ahlberg, Brenda <bahlberg@kpb.us>
Date: Tue, Sep 10, 2019 at 4:21 PM 
Subject: RE: Swan Lake Fire 
To: Stephanie Ferry <ferry.steph@gmail.com> 
Cc: Pierce, Charlie <CPierce@kpb.us>, Baisden, James <jbaisden@kpb.us> 

Greetings Ms. Stephanie: 
My apologies for the delayed response; however, I took the time to make some calls before responding to 
your letter. To date, there are no federal programs that can provide financial assistance to individual business 
owners. Yesterday, I did confirm with the AK Division of Homeland Security & Emergency Management (DHS) 
that the Small Business Administration (SBA) program could be making low interest loans available. Right now, 
SBA is confirming qualifications based upon the homes lost and economic impacts due to fires in the MatSu 
and Fairbanks Northstar boroughs. Once this is approved, the businesses on the Kenai Peninsula Borough 
would also be eligible for the SBA program. The official announcement should be released by the end of the 
month (that’s my best guestimate).  
  
The borough is not authorized to make loans to private industry. There is a tax deferment option for primary 
homeowners that have suffered physical property damages during a disaster; thankfully, no residential struc-
tures have been damaged in the Swan Lake Fire. I’ve also reached out to the AK Small Business Development 

Center to see if they may have any resources to share. I’ll send a follow up email after I hear from them. They 

worked closely with businesses after the earthquake and will also help with the SBA announcement after it has 
been approved. 
  
Lastly, the Economic Development Association announced today that federal grants are available for com-
munities to improve public infrastructure that assists with economic development. The federal grants are for 
those states that have open federal disaster declarations. The state of Alaska’s most recent fed dec is a result 

of the November 2018 earthquake. I realize that this grant program doesn’t help the private business owner, 

but I didn’t want it to be the source of potential confusion. I’ve had a few folks ask be to clarify options under 

the EDA announcement.  
  
I am very humbled that you have taken the time to contact me. Please do not hesitate to contact me at any 
time. I will continue to research options, but please note that I will be honest with you too. I wish that there was 
more information that I could provide you today. Kindest regards, B 
  
Brenda Ahlberg 
Community & Fiscal Projects Manager 
KPB IMT-III Public Information Officer 
907-714-2153 direct 
907-231-6505 mobile 
907-714-2377 fax 
bahlberg@kpb.us 

www.kpb.us – Information by departments 

www.kpboem.com – Updates from agencies responding to area-wide emergencies on the Kenai. 

@Kenai.Peninsula.Borough – Facebook Page 

 

mailto:bahlberg@kpb.us
mailto:ferry.steph@gmail.com
mailto:CPierce@kpb.us
mailto:jbaisden@kpb.us
mailto:bahlberg@kpb.us
http://www.kpb.us/
http://www.kpboem.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Kenai.Peninsula.Borough/


A letter from Keith Mantey of Gwins Lodge to CL Chamber Members 
 
Dear Cooper Landing, 
I would ask that you please send this worksheet statement in to make the case for having some sort of eco-
nomic disaster settlement for our area affected by the Swan Lake Fire. Thanks, Keith w/Gwin’s Lodge mo. 
907.398.3985 
  
From: Cubbison, Chuck S (MVA)  
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2019 2:05 PM 
  
Cc: Denver, Claude (MVA)  
Subject: Disaster Economic Injury Swan Lake Fire 

  
As we discussed on the phone, thank you for agreeing to complete the attached Estimated Disaster Economic Injury Work-
sheet.  This information will be used to provide the supporting documentation that is needed to request that the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) declare a disaster for the Swan Lake Fire under their Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program.   As I 
mentioned, this is not an application for assistance; it simply provides the basic information needed to justify an EIDL disaster 
declaration for the community as a result of the Swan Lake Fire. 
  
Please complete the attached form and send it back to me by email or FAX (907-428-7095).   
  
The official start date of the Swan Lake Fire was June 5.  I would recommend using that as the starting date.  Ideally the end date 
would be today, but realistically it would probably be the date through which you have revenue information available.  
  
Thank you for your willingness to help me gather this documentation needed to help obtain this assistance for businesses in the 
Swan Lake Fire area. Please contact me if you have any questions or need more information. 
  

 
  
 





September Update for Cooper Landing Community School 
 

Tot Time: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, when school is in session, at 
Cooper Landing School, 11am-12pm.  Bring the toddlers out to run in the gym 
and work off some energy.  
 

Lap Walking & Independent Workout: Monday through Friday, when school is 
in session, Cooper Landing School, 7:45am-8:45am.  Utilize the gym for walking laps or using 
the school's workout equipment.  Please wipe down equipment/mats after use with  
provided supplies.  Adults only, please. 
 

Vinyasa Flow Yoga: Cooper Landing Community Hall, Mondays, 8:30am.  A flowing, dynam-
ic form of yoga; movement with breath and mindful transitions and a focus on mind-body 
connection that can transition into our day to day lives.  Bring your own mat or use one  
provided by Cooper Landing Community School.  Props and modifications will be  
available.  $5 per session.  Call/text Dusty Byrd for more information, 907-202-0129. 
 

Ashtanga Yoga: Cooper Landing Community Hall, Tuesday (Mysore), Wednesday (Mysore), 
& Thursday (Guided 1/2 Primary), 9:30am.  Bring your own mat or use one provided by 
Cooper Landing Community School.  $10 per class or 10 classes for $70.  Call/text/email 
Tanisha Walters for more information, 303-482-7176 or info@tanishawalters.com 
 

A completed registration/liability form is required for participation in events at the 
school.  Printed copies available at the school. 
 
 

tel:(303)%20482-7176
mailto:info@tanishawalters.com


Sterling Community Center - Oktoberfest 
Saturday, October 12 
The Sterling Community Center cordially invites you to an evening of music, 
dancing, dinner, and community. 
Featuring live music by The Alaska Polka Chips. 
Come enjoy some beer, brats, pork, and cider! 
Doors open at 5:30 
Tickets cost $20 
There will be silent and live auctions 
***For tickets, please call us at 907-262-7224 or stop by 38377 Swanson River Rd. in Sterling, Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. We accept cash, check, or credit card*** 
 

Sterling Community Center - FallFest 2019 
Saturday, October 26th 
Mark your calendar for our Fall Craft and Vendor Fair! 
Fair will be from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Open to the public. There will be vendors, local crafts, food and drink, craft workshops, and much more! 
***For more information or to reserve a vendor space please call us at 907-262-7224 or stop by 38377 Swanson 
River Rd. in Sterling, Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. We accept cash, check, or credit card*** 
 

Sterling Community Center - After School Program 2019/2020 
Monday-Friday, 3:30-5:30 
Learn, Play, and Engage… 
Register Now! Only a few spaces left! 
The Sterling Community Center’s After School Program is now open for enrollment. The program began  
August 20th, and is held Monday-Friday, 3:30-5:30 (following the school district’s calendar.) Cost is $80/Month 

for full-time enrolled or $5/day for drop-in attendance. Multiple sibling discount is available. Program includes: 
homework help if needed, recreational activities, academic enrichment, arts and crafts, free gym time, daily 
snack, and much more. 
***For questions or more information please call us at 907-262-7224 or stop by 38377 Swanson River Rd. in  
Sterling, Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. We accept cash, check, or credit card*** 
  

Sterling Community Center - Crafting On Your Own 
Let’s get Crafty! 
Please join us for a non-instructional monthly crafting social hosted by Rochelle Hansen. 
For ages 16 and up. 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

·        Saturday, October 5, 2019 
·        Saturday, November 16, 2019 
·        Saturday, December 14, 2019 
·        Saturday, January 18, 2020 
·        Saturday, February 8, 2020 
·        Saturday, March 14, 2020 

Bring your own crafting projects, materials, and snacks. 
Free for members, $6.00/visit for non-members. 
***For questions or more information please call us at 907-262-7224 or stop by 38377 Swanson River Rd. in  
Sterling, Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. We accept cash, check, or credit card*** 
  
Zumba at the Sterling Community Center! 
Let it Move you! 
Get out of the house and join us for Zumba! Free for SCC Members and only $5 for non-members. 
 The SCC is offering classes taught by certified Zumba instructor, Linda Klynstra. 
Zumba is a fitness program that combines Latin and international music with dance moves. It incorporates 
interval training, alternating fast and slow rhythms, and resistance training for a great workout! 
Mondays and Thursdays 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
***For questions or more information please call us at 907-262-7224 or stop by 38377 Swanson River Rd. in  
Sterling, Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.*** 











 2019 Cooper Landing Chamber of Commerce & CVB         

                    Please support our local businesses! 

5 Dogs Fishing                                            907/598-3525 
Alaska Heavenly Lodge                           907/599-0022 
Alaska Horsemen Lodge                          907/595-1806 
Alaska Marketing Consultants                 907/230-3055 
Alaska Outdoor Woodstoves                   907/598-1633 
Alaska River Adventures                          907/595-2000 
Alaska Rivers Company                      907/595-1226 
Alaska Troutfitters                                  907/595-1212 
Alaskan Angling Adventures LLC            907/595-3336 
Angle 45 Adventures (Hope)                   907/782-3175 
Bean Creek Gallery                                  907/595-3488 
Best Route Productions                            303/570-2081 
Blue Yeti Food Truck                                  907/231-6089 
Boatman’s                                                 907/202-1004 
Camp K on Kenai Lake                            907/279-3551 
Conoco Phillips Alaska, Inc. (Anch.)       907/276-1215 
Cooper Landing Brewery                         907/276-5044 
Cooper Landing Community Club         907/595-2169 
Cooper Landing Community Library      907/595-1241 
Cooper Landing Community School     907/595-1244 
Cooper Landing Emergency Services   907/595-1800 
Cooper Landing Fish Camp                    907/595-3474 
Cooper Landing Rifle & Sportsman’s Club                                    
                                                                    907/599-0004 
Cooper Landing Historical Society         907/598-1042 
Cooper Landing Senior Citizens Corp.   907/595-3000 
Eagle Landing Resort                                907/595-1213 
Evergreen Builders                                    907/202-1795 
First National Bank Alaska (Sold.)            907/260-6000 
Fish & Sons Kenai Charters                       907/598-1065 
Grizzly Ridge                                              907/595-1260 
Gwin’s Lodge                                            907/595-1266 
Harbor 360 Hotel (Seward)                      888/514-8687 
Inn at Tern Lake (MP)                                907/288-3667 
Jason’s Guide Service                             907/351-3036 

Kahtnu Spirit Lodging                               907/299-2855 
Keen Eye Anglers                                      907/244-9831 
Kenai Cache Outfitters                             907/595-1401 
Kenai Kayak Company                            907/441-6753 
Kenai Mountains-Turnagain Arm  
National Heritage Area                            206/920-9051  
KPB Mayor –Charlie Pierce (Sold.)          800/478-4441 
KPBSD Superintendent Sean Dusek        907/714-8836  
Kenai Peninsula Econ. Dev. Dist.             907/283-3335 
Kenai Princess Wilderness Lodge            907/595-1425 
Kenai River Drifters Lodge                        907/595-5555 
Kenai River Float-n-Fish, LLC                     907/595-3505 
Kenai River Fly Fishing                               907/598-1400 
Kenai River Trips &   
Kenai Riverside Lodge                              800/334-8730 
Kenai Riverside Campground/ 
RV Park/B&B                                               907/595-1406 
Kenai River Trout Anglers                          907/599-0085 
Kenai Watershed Forum                           907/265-5412 
Kim’s Essential Oils & Gifts                      815/751-7959 
Major Marine Tours (Seward)                   907/274-7300 
Mystic Waters Fly Fishing                           509/715-9697 
Prospector John’s Pan for Gold              907/598-1808 
Round Mountain Retreat                         907/598-1333 
Salmon Run Lodge                                    907/595-2197 
Seramur Home Services                      907/599-0019 
Sharon Madison, GRI, REALTOR               907/706-8901 
Spruce Moose Chalets                             907/677-7543 
Stevenson Retreat                                  907/240-1113 
Sunrise Inn & Café                                     907/595-1222 
Talon Air Service, Inc. (Sold.)                    907/262-8899 
Tanisha Walters, Lisc. Acupuncturist       303/482-7176 
The Hutch Bed & Breakfast                        907/595-1270 
Upper Kenai Cabins                                  907/595-3055 
Wildman TR Inc.                                  907/595-1456 

Wildman’s Hours              
 

Open 7 Days a Week  
6:00 am to 11:00 pm 

 

 
Come in and eat lunch  
with us or take it to go!  

 
Enjoy Wildman’s awesome  

chicken fingers, fries and ice cream!  



Community 
Activities 

 

Sew & Sew Quilters 
Mondays 10 am 
Community Hall 
 

Soldotna Shuttle Bus 
Wednesdays  8:30 am 
 

After School Group 
Wed 3:30-5:30 pm 
CL Comm. Hall 
 

Game Night 
Fridays 7 pm 
Helen Gwin 
Commons 
 

Trap at Gun Club 
Sat at 12 pm 
 
 

 

Cooper Landing 
Library  

Fall Hours 
 

Monday 1 - 3 pm 
Tuesday 1 - 3 pm 

Wednesday 1 – 7 pm 
Thursday 12:30 - 5 pm  
Friday 11 am - 5 pm  

Saturday 11 am - 2 pm 
 

 

Church Services 
 

KL Baptist 11:00 am 
 

Catholic   12:30 pm 
 

CL Community  
Lutheran   9 am 
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Cooper 
Landing 
Community 
Club Meeting 
6 pm @ CLCC 

27 
Oct Gem  
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1CLSCCI 
Board Mtg. 
1:30 pm @ 
Helen Gwin  
Commons 

 
 

2 CLES 
Training  
6 –8 pm @ 
CLES 
————-
CLAPC 
Meeting 6 pm 
@ CLCH 
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